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whom science owes several notable advances. In more
than one instance, the suggestions of James afforded a
foundation on which the quicker and more comprehensive
brain of William proceeded to build. Between the
brothers there was much affectionate intercourse. In
later life it was pretty to see William's deference to his
brother's opinion, his eagerness to bring James forward
and have his genius (for it was genius) properly recog-
nized. And it was also, sometimes, difficult not to be
impatient; for James, great as was his insight, seemed
wanting in some sort of mental perspective, and had very
little sense of time. There was never a flaw in his logic ;
it was devastatingly thorough and would tolerate no
admission of even the most obvious preliminaries. Occa-
sionally one listened to his argument as the wedding
guest listened to the tale of the ancient mariner, wonder-
ing not so much when it would end as when it would
really begin. I remember his once holding me, at a
delightful evening party, while he discoursed upon the
dynamical consequences which were being produced on
the earth's rotation and the position of its axis in space,
by the motion of the couples who were then gyrating
in his drawing-room. It was no doubt an interesting
problem, but I was at an age when there was more enjoy-
ment to be got by taking part in the operation than by
listening to a discussion of its cosmical effects.

I have spoken of the earlier association of Thomson
with Fleeming Jenkin in telegraph work, in patents, and
in the determination of the electrical units. Here are a
few reminiscences which have been kindly sent me by
Mrs. Fleeming Jenkin:

* My recollections date from the autumn of 1859,
when I first saw him. Fleeming had told me much about
him, speaking of him with great affection, but also with
awestruck admiration and veneration, so that I pictured